
Twenty years in the native seed industry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seed production through creative 

partnerships. 



OUTLINE 
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         Big Bluestem.  July, 2007. Source: Central Western 

Manitoba, Central Eastern Saskatchewan 

 

Skinner Native Seeds:  Beginnings 



Resources 

 
 

MORGAN, JOHN.  RESTORING CANADA’S NATIVE 
PRAIRIES 

 

WARK, BRENT, AND POOLE, BILL. REVEGETATING WITH 
NATIVE GRASSES 

 

SMITH, RAY, JR. AND SMITH STEPHANIE.  NATIVE  
GRASS SEED PRODUCTION MANUAL 



Production 

“IT TAKES 7 YEARS TO LEARN HOW TO GROW A NEW CROP WELL.” 

 

DR. H. LOEPPKY 



1.   Seeding  

 

2.  Herbicides     -  Round-up 

                - Achieve 

                - Curtail 

                -  Odyssey 

   - Puma 

 

3. Diseases 

 

4. Harvest 

4b. Wild harvest 

 

5. Cleaning 

 

6. Marketing 

  

 

 

 



Seeding Nodding Brome  



Seeding Needle and Thread.   



Stripping Stipa spartea on native prairie 

  



                    Swathing Big Bluestem  



Combining  Big Bluestem  



           Clipper 27 Air Screen Cleaner 



                Carter Day Indent Cleaner 



           Kwik Kleen Cleaner 



        Clean tested Nodding Brome 



 Connections 
C 



Initial Contract 



Blue Grama  

6rasslands National Park 



Western Porcupine Grass. 

Source:Grasslands  National Park  

 



Ecovar Polar Northern Wheatgrass Foundation Plot  

 



Green Needlegrass.  Source: Grasslands National Park 



Needle and Thread,  Source: Medicine Lake Wildlife Refuge,  

Medicine Lake, Montana 



         Western Wheatgrass  



 

Purple Prairie Clover  Source: Northern North Dakota  

  



Big Bluestem.  Late August.  Source:  Central Western 

Manitoba, Central Eastern Saskatchewan 



1. Involvement in reclamation 

projects 

 

2. The  challenge of figuring out 

how to grow something new. 



Collaborations:  
General Mills and the Xerces Society  

Pollinator Program 



Other Partnerships  





Other Partnerships 



 Partnerships 



Thank  

you! 

www.skinnernativeseeds.ca 


