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Wild Harvest vs Nursery




Knowing the Species

 How common 1s the species?

* Identification

— vegetative, flowering, and seed stages
* Life Cycle

— Annual, biennial, perennial

* Propagation Method

— Seeds, rhizomes, stolons, bulblets
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Knowing the Species

* Approximate flowering and seed set cycle
» Habitat types

* Slope location

* Sensitivity of the species to harvesting

* Flowering triggers

* Response to site management

* Proper collection and storage techniques
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nowing the Species

TABLE 1: Selected seed harvest dates - average

of Alberta & Manitoba data. Ripening times

generally are eadler wnh increasing altitude and latitude.

SCIENTIFIC NAME COMNON NAME |y ANE |y | assust SEPTEMSER | ocTOsER | NOVEMBER
Apopyren 5p3 whaat grasses
»\nicco'o:n X " blvesten |
——— —————§-
-\nhro:;w % W6 thsstan |
Eonrous gracks thie gama | |
Bromus okt Yinped deone |
(‘mn;v-ufﬁm:nmums plans roed grass |
Calamowta long foky a0 reed grass |
Came 5o Y
Elmis caradansts Canacta witd rye
Fethata 9 relim Wioes
Hekcntrchon soober Hooker's oal grass
Mesechice pdonsy swet grass |
Koehra crisina or pasls June griss
Nuhknzerge 5p3. Uty grassas
OryeTgss Iymaencons e rice griss
Pasium rigatum seich grass
Poa 0. raties Shie grasses
.;;q;u)lmn iy Indin grics
Spartina spp Torg grasses
Spomstolss pp = “:n:uwh . 1 §
S%pa spp reede'spear orasses |
WILDFLOWERS
Achidn miefoinm fatie
Aum 2tk peane ;N
Aropba ansscers nxdplart
Anorpta nata owarf lalse néign
Acemrose cyindncy 100G 1rued ansrione
Ao muting CAR-Raved 3namong
ANmoNe paens prane oo
Anterrara passylie
ADOCYSLIN Caneibisum Indin Pemp
Artamisa fnigca pasMIe SagR
Arternios horeoans prane S0
ASLkpas s mileweeds
Asker spo aders
Ashagd s Lrasschipas Dround phare
w ASUagalLs stiates scending puigle mik-venh
Babamathiea sagitists bsam sol
DFLOWER SEED COMPANY Campanida ritundiola haretwd|

BN DRI S SRR RV ok LR

Morgan et al., 1995




Knowing the Species




Prairie Crocus — Anemone patens
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Three-flowered Avens — Geum triflorum




Western Red Lily — Lilium philadelphicum




Milkweed — Asclepias sp.

Showy Milkweed Dwarf Milkweed
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Plains Rough Fescue — Festuca altaica hallii




Where To Harvest

e Obtain permits to collect on crown lands

* Obtain permission to collect on private lands

e Avoid rare or fragile habitats

 Highway and road ditches — can be dangerous

* Avoid land infested with exotic and weedy species
e Avoid areas where there is high human traffic

* Consider the terrain and the capabilities of your
equipment
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When To Harvest

* Collect when sites are least susceptible to
damage

* Harvesting seed that has not fully ripened may
result in reduced viability

* Collect ripe seeds (firm and dry)

e Seeds are usually ripe 6 to 8 weeks after
flowering
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When To Harvest

* Indicators of ripe seed:
— Stem will be brown and dry

— Seeds or seed head will begin to dry and change
colour as it ripens

— Seed strips off easily by hand

— Tapping seed heads gently into your palm produces
numbers of seeds

— Colour - the seeds often turning white, black, brown
or grey

* Seeds that are difficult to remove from the plant
and are still green are not ripe a7
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Harvesting Native Seed
1. Hand Harvesting

2. Mechanized Harvesting

a) Hand Vacuum

b) Seed Strippers

c) Combines
d) Native Hay

Plaging Star

*Remember to keep your equipment and
clothing weed seed free!

TABLE 1. CHOOSING YOUR EQUIPMENT.

Method Cost Volume Selectivity  Accessibility
Hand Collecting Low Low High High
Hand Vacuum Low Low High High
Hand Stripper Low-Medium  Low-Medium High High

4 fi Stripper Medium Medium-High Medium Medium
12 ft Flail-vac High High Medium-Low Low

Hammermeister, 2000




Harvesting
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Hand Vacuuming
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How Much to Harvest

e Recommendations are to take only 10% to
30% of seed from a given patch

* Do not collect in consecutive years from the
same patch

* Never collect all the seeds from a single plant
or from a small group of plants

* Collect a few seeds from different plants
within a population i W A
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How Much to Harvest

e Leave enough seed to allow for:
— Natural propagation
— Food and habitat for insects, birds, and mammals.

* To promote genetic diversity:

— Collect seeds at several times during the season and
over several years

— Use multiple locations within the same area for
collection

* Collect no more seeds than you require = susuns
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Record Keeping

* Label seeds when you collect them
* Record collection date and location
* Record cleaning and storage information

* Record who picked the seed and who cleaned
it
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Seed Drying and Storage

 Make sure seeds are dry before storing
* Keep away from rodents and insects
e Store in a cool, dry place

— Heat and moisture will deteriorate the seeds

* Long-term storage: Freezer

Plasing Star




Seed Drying




Seed Cleaning




Seed Storage




Saskatoon Naturalized Parks Program




Resources
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Native Plant Society of Saskatchewan: www.npss.sk.ca

Alberta Native Plant Council: www.anpc.ab.ca
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