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About	
  Blazing	
  Star	
  Wildflower	
  Seed	
  Company	
  



Wild	
  Harvest	
  vs	
  Nursery	
  



Knowing	
  the	
  Species	
  

  How common is the species? 

  Identification 
–  vegetative, flowering, and seed stages 

  Life Cycle 
–  Annual, biennial, perennial 

  Propagation Method 
–  Seeds, rhizomes, stolons, bulblets 



Knowing	
  the	
  Species	
  

  Approximate flowering and seed set cycle 
  Habitat types 
  Slope location 
  Sensitivity of the species to harvesting 
  Flowering triggers 
  Response to site management 
  Proper collection and storage techniques 



Knowing	
  the	
  Species	
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Knowing	
  the	
  Species	
  



Prairie	
  Crocus	
  –	
  Anemone	
  patens	
  



Prairie	
  Crocus	
  



Three-­‐flowered	
  Avens	
  –	
  Geum	
  triflorum	
  



Western	
  Red	
  Lily	
  –	
  Lilium	
  philadelphicum	
  



Milkweed	
  –	
  Asclepias	
  sp.	
  

Showy	
  Milkweed	
   Dwarf	
  Milkweed	
  



Plains	
  Rough	
  Fescue	
  –	
  Festuca	
  altaica	
  hallii	
  



Where	
  To	
  Harvest	
  

  Obtain	
  permits	
  to	
  collect	
  on	
  crown	
  lands	
  
  Obtain	
  permission	
  to	
  collect	
  on	
  private	
  lands	
  
  Avoid	
  rare	
  or	
  fragile	
  habitats	
  
  Highway	
  and	
  road	
  ditches	
  –	
  can	
  be	
  dangerous	
  
  Avoid	
  land	
  infested	
  with	
  exo�c	
  and	
  weedy	
  species	
  
  Avoid	
  areas	
  where	
  there	
  is	
  high	
  human	
  traffic	
  
  Consider	
  the	
  terrain	
  and	
  the	
  capabili�es	
  of	
  your	
  

equipment	
  



Site	
  Management	
  



When	
  To	
  Harvest	
  
  Collect	
  when	
  sites	
  are	
  least	
  suscep�ble	
  to	
  

damage	
  
  Harves�ng	
  seed	
  that	
  has	
  not	
  fully	
  ripened	
  may	
  

result	
  in	
  reduced	
  viability	
  
  Collect	
  ripe	
  seeds	
  (firm	
  and	
  dry)	
  
  Seeds	
  are	
  usually	
  ripe	
  6	
  to	
  8	
  weeks	
  a�er	
  

flowering	
  
	
  



When	
  To	
  Harvest	
  
  Indicators	
  of	
  ripe	
  seed:	
  
–  Stem	
  will	
  be	
  brown	
  and	
  dry	
  
–  Seeds	
  or	
  seed	
  head	
  will	
  begin	
  to	
  dry	
  and	
  change	
  

colour	
  as	
  it	
  ripens	
  
–  Seed	
  strips	
  off	
  easily	
  by	
  hand	
  
–  Tapping	
  seed	
  heads	
  gently	
  into	
  your	
  palm	
  produces	
  

numbers	
  of	
  seeds	
  
–  Colour	
  -­‐	
  the	
  seeds	
  o�en	
  turning	
  white,	
  black,	
  brown	
  

or	
  grey	
  
  Seeds	
  that	
  are	
  difficult	
  to	
  remove	
  from	
  the	
  plant	
  

and	
  are	
  s�ll	
  green	
  are	
  not	
  ripe	
  



Harves�ng	
  Na�ve	
  Seed	
  
1.  Hand	
  Harves�ng	
  
2.  Mechanized	
  Harves�ng	
  

a)  Hand	
  Vacuum	
  
b)  Seed	
  Strippers	
  
c)  Combines	
  
d)  Na�ve	
  Hay	
  

Hammermeister,	
  2000	
  

*Remember	
  to	
  keep	
  your	
  equipment	
  and	
  
clothing	
  weed	
  seed	
  free!	
  



Hand	
  Harves�ng	
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Hand	
  Vacuuming	
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Seed	
  Strippers	
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How	
  Much	
  to	
  Harvest	
  

  Recommenda�ons	
  are	
  to	
  take	
  only	
  10%	
  to	
  
30%	
  of	
  seed	
  from	
  a	
  given	
  patch	
  
  Do	
  not	
  collect	
  in	
  consecu�ve	
  years	
  from	
  the	
  

same	
  patch	
  
  Never	
  collect	
  all	
  the	
  seeds	
  from	
  a	
  single	
  plant	
  

or	
  from	
  a	
  small	
  group	
  of	
  plants	
  
  Collect	
  a	
  few	
  seeds	
  from	
  different	
  plants	
  

within	
  a	
  popula�on	
  



How	
  Much	
  to	
  Harvest	
  

  Leave	
  enough	
  seed	
  to	
  allow	
  for:	
  	
  
– Natural	
  propaga�on	
  
–  Food	
  and	
  habitat	
  for	
  insects,	
  birds,	
  and	
  mammals.	
  	
  

  To	
  promote	
  gene�c	
  diversity:	
  
–  Collect	
  seeds	
  at	
  several	
  �mes	
  during	
  the	
  season	
  and	
  

over	
  several	
  years	
  
– Use	
  mul�ple	
  loca�ons	
  within	
  the	
  same	
  area	
  for	
  

collec�on	
  
  Collect	
  no	
  more	
  seeds	
  than	
  you	
  require	
  



Record	
  Keeping	
  

  Label	
  seeds	
  when	
  you	
  collect	
  them	
  
  Record	
  collec�on	
  date	
  and	
  loca�on	
  
  Record	
  cleaning	
  and	
  storage	
  informa�on	
  
  Record	
  who	
  picked	
  the	
  seed	
  and	
  who	
  cleaned	
  

it	
  



Seed	
  Drying	
  and	
  Storage	
  

  Make	
  sure	
  seeds	
  are	
  dry	
  before	
  storing	
  
  Keep	
  away	
  from	
  rodents	
  and	
  insects	
  
  Store	
  in	
  a	
  cool,	
  dry	
  place	
  
– Heat	
  and	
  moisture	
  will	
  deteriorate	
  the	
  seeds	
  

  Long-­‐term	
  storage:	
  	
  Freezer	
  



Seed	
  Drying	
  

Photo	
  Credit:	
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  Nuremberg	
  
	
  

Photo	
  Credit:	
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Seed	
  Cleaning	
  



Seed	
  Storage	
  



Saskatoon	
  Naturalized	
  Parks	
  Program	
  



Resources	
  

Na�ve	
  Plant	
  Society	
  of	
  Saskatchewan:	
  	
  www.npss.sk.ca	
  
	
  

Alberta	
  Na�ve	
  Plant	
  Council:	
  	
  www.anpc.ab.ca	
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