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Environment	
  Canada	
  &	
  Wetland	
  Conserva�on	
  
Na�onal	
  Wildlife	
  Areas	
  &	
  Migratory	
  Bird	
  Sanctuaries	
  (since	
  1887)	
  
	
  
Wildlife	
  Habitat	
  Policy	
  (1966)	
  
	
  
Ramsar	
  Conven�on	
  on	
  Wetlands	
  of	
  Interna�onal	
  Importance	
  (1981)	
  
	
  
North	
  American	
  Waterfowl	
  Management	
  Plan	
  (1986)	
  
	
  
Canadian	
  Wetland	
  Classifica�on	
  System	
  (1987)	
  
	
  
Federal	
  Policy	
  on	
  Wetland	
  Conserva�on	
  (1991)	
  

“No	
  net	
  loss	
  of	
  wetland	
  func�on”	
  
	
  
EcoAc�on	
  Community	
  Funding	
  Program	
  (1995),	
  Habitat	
  Stewardship	
  Fund	
  for	
  Species	
  

At	
  Risk	
  (1999),	
  Natural	
  Areas	
  Conserva�on	
  Program	
  (2007),	
  Lake	
  Winnipeg	
  Basin	
  
Ini�a�ve	
  &	
  Stewardship	
  Fund	
  (2008)	
  



Na�onal	
  Conserva�on	
  Plan	
  
2014-­‐2019	
  

Mul�ple	
  ini�a�ves	
  to	
  conserve,	
  restore,	
  and	
  connect	
  with	
  nature	
  
$252	
  Million	
  over	
  5	
  years	
  
Environment	
  Canada,	
  Parks	
  Canada,	
  and	
  Fisheries	
  &	
  Oceans	
  Canada	
  

	
  
Na�onal	
  Wetland	
  Conserva�on	
  Fund	
  por�on	
  is	
  $50	
  Million	
  over	
  5	
  years.	
  
	
  
Prairie	
  &	
  Northern	
  Region	
  alloca�on	
  is	
  $1.9	
  Million/year.	
  

Covers	
  Alberta,	
  Saskatchewan,	
  Manitoba,	
  Northwest	
  Territories,	
  
Nunavut	
  
Funded	
  3	
  projects	
  for	
  fiscal	
  year	
  2014-­‐2015.	
  
Applica�on	
  deadline	
  for	
  fiscal	
  year	
  2015-­‐2016	
  was	
  November	
  2014.	
  
Next	
  call	
  for	
  proposals	
  in	
  fall	
  2015	
  for	
  fiscal	
  year	
  2016-­‐2017.	
  



Na�onal	
  Wetland	
  Conserva�on	
  Fund	
  
	
  Objec�ves	
  

Restore	
  degraded	
  or	
  lost	
  wetlands	
  
	
  
Enhance	
  degraded	
  wetlands	
  
	
  
Scien�fically	
  assess	
  and	
  monitor	
  wetland	
  health,	
  func�onality,	
  and	
  species	
  that	
  use	
  
them	
  
	
  
Encourage	
  stewardship	
  and	
  wetland	
  apprecia�on	
  by	
  a	
  wide	
  variety	
  of	
  partners	
  to	
  
build	
  support	
  for	
  wetland	
  conserva�on	
  and	
  restora�on	
  



Na�onal	
  Wetland	
  Conserva�on	
  Fund	
  



Na�onal	
  Wetland	
  Conserva�on	
  Fund	
  



Na�onal	
  Wetland	
  Conserva�on	
  Fund	
  



Na�onal	
  Wetland	
  Conserva�on	
  Fund	
  
	
  Performance	
  Indicators	
  

Area	
  of	
  wetland	
  and	
  upland	
  habitat	
  restored,	
  enhanced,	
  or	
  secured	
  
	
  
Number	
  of	
  partners	
  involved	
  
	
  
Number	
  of	
  volunteer	
  days	
  involved	
  
	
  
Number	
  of	
  temporary	
  jobs	
  created	
  
	
  
Number	
  of	
  visitors	
  to	
  project	
  sites	
  
	
  
Number	
  of	
  par�cipants	
  influenced	
  by	
  outreach	
  ac�vi�es	
  



Na�onal	
  Wetland	
  Conserva�on	
  Fund	
  
	
  Eligibility	
  

1. 	
  Recipients:	
  individuals,	
  NGOs,	
  aboriginal	
  organiza�ons	
  and	
  communi�es,	
  private	
  
corpora�ons,	
  universi�es,	
  municipal	
  or	
  provincial	
  governments	
  and	
  crown	
  
corpora�ons	
  (no	
  federal	
  agencies)	
  

2. 	
  Loca�on:	
  private,	
  provincial,	
  or	
  aboriginal	
  lands	
  (no	
  federal	
  lands)	
  

3. 	
  Matching	
  contribu�ons	
  of	
  1:1,	
  NWCF	
  +	
  other	
  federal	
  funds	
  =	
  cash	
  up	
  to	
  50%	
  

4. 	
  Agreement	
  length	
  is	
  1	
  to	
  3	
  years	
  

5. 	
  Agreement	
  value	
  averages	
  $50K	
  to	
  $250K	
  per	
  year,	
  max	
  is	
  $500K	
  



Wetland	
  restora�on	
  of	
  natural	
  and	
  historical	
  goods	
  and	
  services	
  with	
  a	
  net	
  gain	
  
in	
  habitat	
  area.	
  	
  

  Can	
  include	
  land	
  securement	
  and	
  protec�on,	
  construc�on	
  or	
  removal	
  of	
  
engineered	
  works,	
  restoring	
  water	
  levels	
  and	
  flows,	
  revegeta�on	
  &	
  
transloca�on.	
  

Wetland	
  enhancement	
  to	
  improve	
  func�on	
  of	
  a	
  degraded	
  wetland	
  with	
  no	
  gain	
  
in	
  habitat	
  area.	
  	
  

  Can	
  include	
  construc�on,	
  repair,	
  or	
  removal	
  of	
  engineered	
  works	
  to	
  
manipulate	
  water	
  levels	
  and	
  flows,	
  removing	
  invasive	
  species,	
  
revegeta�on	
  &	
  transloca�on.	
  

Na�onal	
  Wetland	
  Conserva�on	
  Fund	
  
	
  Eligible	
  Ac�vi�es	
  



Wetland	
  science	
  to	
  inventory	
  and	
  priori�ze	
  wetlands,	
  or	
  monitor	
  and	
  assess	
  the	
  
success	
  of	
  restora�on	
  &	
  enhancement.	
  

  Limited	
  to	
  5%	
  of	
  the	
  overall	
  NWCF	
  budget.	
  

Na�onal	
  Wetland	
  Conserva�on	
  Fund	
  
	
  Eligible	
  Ac�vi�es	
  



Defini�ons:	
  Enhancement	
  &	
  Restora�on	
  

Enhancement 
(grazing modification) 

Enhancement 
(revegetation) 

Restoration 
(plug drains, restore 

water & revegetation) 

Conservation Pothole Wetland 
Native Grassland 

Over-utilized 
by Livestock 

Uplands  & 
Margins 
Cultivated 

Wetlands 
Drained & Lost 



Defini�ons:	
  Enhancement	
  &	
  Restora�on	
  
Conservation Pothole Wetland 

Native Grassland 

Creation 
(excavation, berms, 
pump/capture water) 

No Natural 
Wetland Basin 
or Gleysolic 
Soil 



Na�onal	
  Wetland	
  Conserva�on	
  Fund	
  

Creation 
(construct new) 

Enhancement 
(repair 

damage or 
functionality) 

Restoration 
(decommission 

& reclaim) 

Riparian Zone 
Proposed for 
Mitigation 
Wetland 

Riparian Zone 
With Existing 
Mitigation 
Wetland = 
Mitigation Still 
Desirable 

Riparian Zone 
With Existing 
Mitigation 
Wetland = 
Mitigation No 
Longer 
Desirable 



Securement	
  without	
  physical	
  restora�on	
  or	
  enhancement	
  ac�vi�es	
  
	
  
Mi�ga�on	
  projects	
  required	
  by	
  law,	
  regula�on	
  or	
  policy	
  (waste	
  treatment	
  
ponds,	
  urban	
  stormwater	
  ponds,	
  peat	
  mines,	
  etc.)	
  
	
  
Opera�on	
  and	
  maintenance	
  (overhead)	
  of	
  exis�ng	
  enhancement	
  projects	
  
	
  
Interpre�ve	
  facili�es	
  and	
  programs	
  without	
  restora�on	
  or	
  enhancement	
  
	
  
Research	
  without	
  a	
  direct	
  link	
  to	
  priori�zing	
  or	
  measuring	
  the	
  effect	
  of	
  wetland	
  
restora�on	
  and	
  enhancement	
  

Na�onal	
  Wetland	
  Conserva�on	
  Fund	
  
	
  Non-­‐Eligible	
  Ac�vi�es	
  



Na�onal	
  Wetland	
  Conserva�on	
  Fund	
  



Na�onal	
  Wetland	
  Conserva�on	
  Fund	
  
	
  Eligible	
  Costs	
  
1. 	
  Salaries	
  and	
  wages	
  directly	
  spent	
  on	
  project	
  ac�vi�es	
  
2. 	
  Management	
  and	
  professional	
  service	
  costs	
  
3. 	
  Contracts	
  (consultants,	
  contractors)	
  
4. 	
  Travel	
  (treasury	
  board	
  rates	
  for	
  meals,	
  accommoda�on,	
  mileage)	
  
5. 	
  Materials	
  and	
  supplies	
  (no	
  item	
  >$10,000)	
  
6. 	
  Communica�on,	
  prin�ng,	
  produc�on,	
  and	
  distribu�on	
  costs	
  
7. 	
  Vehicle	
  rental	
  and	
  opera�on	
  costs	
  
8. 	
  Capital	
  asset	
  purchase	
  (items	
  >$10,000)	
  
9. 	
  Land	
  acquisi�on,	
  lease,	
  easement,	
  conserva�on	
  agreements	
  
10. 	
  Financial	
  audit	
  or	
  independent	
  verifica�on	
  (if	
  required)	
  
11. 	
  Overhead	
  (up	
  to	
  a	
  maximum	
  of	
  10%	
  of	
  HSP	
  cash)	
  



Na�onal	
  Wetland	
  Conserva�on	
  Fund	
  
	
  Risk	
  Analysis	
  &	
  Risk	
  Management	
  

Applica�ons	
  well-­‐wri�en	
  &	
  technically	
  strong.	
  
	
  
Agreements	
  flexible,	
  amendments	
  (ac�vi�es	
  &	
  $),	
  condi�ons	
  change.	
  
	
  
Results	
  actually	
  restore	
  or	
  enhance	
  wetlands?	
  
	
  
Monitoring	
  clearly	
  demonstrates	
  results	
  or	
  lack	
  thereof?	
  
	
  
Benefits	
  of	
  1-­‐3	
  year	
  funding?	
  =	
   	
  Short-­‐term	
  (<10	
  yr)	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  Medium-­‐term	
  (10-­‐99	
  yr)	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  Long-­‐term	
  (>99	
  yr)	
  



Na�onal	
  Wetland	
  Conserva�on	
  Fund	
  
	
  Feedback	
  

Inquiries	
  about	
  or	
  sugges�ons	
  for	
  the	
  NWCF:	
  	
  FNCMH-­‐NWCF@ec.gc.ca	
  

New	
  program	
  
	
  
Tell	
  us	
  how	
  goals,	
  objec�ves,	
  
and	
  eligible	
  ac�vi�es	
  align	
  
from	
  your	
  perspec�ve.	
  



Environment	
  Canada	
  Funding	
  
www.ec.gc.ca/financement-funding/ 




