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* A friend calls you up
and says “l just bought
this 40 acre parcel of
land and | want to
restore it back to
native prairie! But
what do | do?



Friend’s Goals for the Property:
2 acre fruit orchard
 Family garden plot (0.5 acre)

e Shelterbelts

o Add to existing for wildlife habitat
o Add to west and south boundaries

 Restore hayfield to native
prairie
o Wildflowers for pollinator habitat
and honey production
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Property Size: 40 acres
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12 acres wetland

0.5 acres old yardsite

2.5 acres “treed” area

3.5 acres “old hayfield” area
625 meters of “new” shelterbelt
21.5 acres “new hayfield”



“Old Hayfield”

o Smooth Brome and quackgrass
o Evidence of old farm boards, manure,
compacted soils and rough

“New Hayfield” (15 years old)

o Cicermilkvetch (dominant), Meadow
Brome, Dandelion

Old Yardsite

o Caragana and lilac

Treed Area
o Maple, Balsam Poplar, Caragana,
compacted soils in open area
“New” Shelterbelt (15 years old)

o Sundance Poplar, Sea-buckthorn,
Larch, Lilac, Russian Olive, Scott’s Pine

Wetland

o Semi-permanent; high water level




Old “junk pile” in wetland
Wetland — high levels of
magnesium and salinity

Yellow Toadflax patch found in
“old hayfield”

“New Hayfield” — dominated by
Cicer-milkvetch and dandelion
Old Yardsite



Provide a restoration plan /
recommendation for your friend’s land,
taking into consideration:
* A native prairie seed mix that meets
the friend’s objectives
e Methods to remove / control of
existing grass / legume vegetation
 Control of noxious and invasive species
(short-term and long-term)
 Techniques to establish plant material
 Stages for establishment
 Techniques for long-term management
of the “prairie”
 What other information is required to
make the best plan
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Questions?

Renny W. Grilz, PAg

Resource Management Officer
Cell: (306)262-4970
Email: rgrilz@meewasin.com
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