
 





 

8th Native Prairie Restoration/ Reclamation Workshop Schedule 
 

Monday, February 1 Tuesday, February 2 Wednesday, February 3 Thursday, February 4 Friday, February 5 

9:00-9:30 

AM CST 
Troubleshooting Tradeshow 

Welcome 
 

1. Climate change 3. Invasives, part 1 5. Industry 7. Planning, part 1 9. Urban Landscaping 

9:30 AM 

CST 

1. a) Will prairie 

restoration practice 

keep pace with 

climate and public 

health changes? - 

Steven Handel, 

Editor Ecological 

Restorations 

Introduction by Chris 

Tenszen, Trace 

Associates 

3. a) Invasive Species 

On The Canadian 

Prairies - Kelly Cooley, 

CoolPro Solutions 

5. a) Acknowledgement of 

Reclamation of Sodium 

Chloride Impacted Sites - 

Jonas Fenn, SK Ministry of 

Energy and Resources  

7. a) Soil sterilants and native 

species: are current remediation 

guidelines appropriate? -  Sarah 

Thacker, InnoTechAlberta 

9. a) Accidental Landscaping: 

Finding a Place for Grasslands 

Species in an Urban Setting - 

Gail Fennell, Nature Regina 

10:00 AM 

CST 

5. b) Update from the 

Alberta Orphan Well 

Association - Lars de Pauw, 

Orphan Well Association 

7. b) Public Engagement: How Do 

You Garner Public Feedback and 

Excitement For Your Restoration 

Project – Renny Grilz, Meewasin 

Valley Authority 

9. b) You won’t bee-lieve your 

eyes: building an urban 

pollinator park in Medicine 

Hat, Alberta -Keziah Lesko-

Gosselin, City of Medicine Hat 

10:30 AM 

CST 

1. b)Pollinator 

habitat for climate 

resilience – seed 

sourcing and 

management- 

Stephanie Frischie, 

Xerces Society 

 

 
 

3. b) Weed Control 

Act - Clark Brenzil, SK 

Ministry of Agriculture 

5. c) Adapting to Work 

Efficiently, From 

Abandonment to 

Reclamation - Steven Svrcek 

and Corey Shilliday, Trace 

Associates 

7. c) Planning for Valuable and 

Effective Relationship Building 

with First Nations Communities - 

Nathan Cardinal and Kristen 

Martin, Nature Conservancy of 

Canada 

9. c) The Importance of 

Growing Locally-sourced 

Native Plants - Liz Deleeuw 

and  Manna Parseyan, 

Edmonton Native Plant 

Society 

11:00 AM 

CST 

3. c) Grazing 

Unwanted Vegetation 

- Lee Sexton, Sexton 

Grazing and 

Consulting 

5. d) Orphan Wells Program 

in SK- Shaun Zunti, SK 

Ministry of Energy and 

Resources 

11:30 AM – 

12:30 PM 

CST 

Trade Show/Poster Session/ Discussion Groups (See detailed schedule below) 
 



 
12:30 - 1:30 

PM CST 
Break 

 Monday, February 1 Tuesday, February 2 Wednesday, February 3 Thursday, February 4 Friday, February 5 

 
2. Rangeland, Restoration 

and Resilience 

4. Invasives, part 2 6. Soil 8. Planning, part 2 10. Industry Panel Discussion 

1:30 PM 

CST 

2. a) Rangeland Ecosystem 

Resilience and Restoration - 

Carissa Wonkka, USDA 

4. a) Managing Invasive 

Plants while 

Revegetating Native 

Prairie - Monica 

Pokorny, USDA – 

Natural Resources 

Conservation Service 

6. a) Can root traits 

predict communities of 

soil nematodes in 

restored northern 

prairies? -  Rafael 

Otfinowski and Victory 

Coffey, Department of 

Biology, University of 

Winnipeg 

Introduction by Tyler Hopson, 

The Mosaic Company 

8. a) Indigenous-led 

conservation and 

environmental monitoring - 

Carol Crowe, Indigenous 

Visions 

Tara Sample (SaskEnergy) 

Carol Crowe (Indigenous 

Visions) 

Stephen Tannas (Tannas 

Conservation Services Ltd) 

2:00 PM 

CST 

2. b) Can it really grow? How 

we harnessed seeded native 

species on our farm - Julie 

MacKenzie,  M-over-C Land 

& Cattle Co. Ltd. 

2:30 PM 

CST 

2. c) Holistic ecocultural 

restoration based in 

Blackfoot Science to mitigate 

and adapt to climate change - 

Kansie Fox, Blood Tribe Land 

Management 

4. b) Seed Testing 

Procedures and 

Reading Reports of 

Analysis - Morgan 

Webb, Seed Check 

6. b) The role of soil 

microbes in tallgrass 

prairie restoration – 

Rachel Becknell, 

Washington University 

8. b) Forage U-Pick- An 

Interactive Forage Selection 

Tool for Western Canada- 

Julie MacKenzie, Sask Forage 

Council 

3:00 PM 

CST 

2. d) Rangeland to Resilience: 

50 Years of Fescue Grassland 

Monitoring in Riding 

Mountain National Park - 

Colleen Robertson and 

Rafael Otfinowski, 

Department of Biology 

University of Winnipeg 

6. c) Phytotechnologies 

for Remediation and 

Reclamation of High 

Salinity Soil - Elizabeth 

Murray, Earthmaster 

Environmental 

Strategies, Inc. 

8. c) Planning a Restoration 

Project:  Sourcing 

Information Outside of the 

Cookbook– Renny Grilz, 

Meewasin Valley Authority 

Farewell 

 

3:30 - 4:30 

PM CST 
Trade Show/ Discussion Groups (See detailed schedule below) 

 

 



 

 

8th Native Prairie Restoration/ Reclamation Workshop Discussion Group Schedule (Mornings) 

  Monday, February 1 Tuesday, February 2 Wednesday, February 3  Thursday, February 4  Friday, February 5  

11:30-12:30  

Open Discussion 
Group*  

Open Discussion Group  Open Discussion Group  Open Discussion Group Open Discussion Group  

Pollinators - 
Moderator and 
Expert: Stephanie 
Frischie 

Invasives Prevention: 
Clark Brenzil 

Case Study Case Study 
 
Leader: Chris Tenszen  

Staying connected 
during a Pandemic – 
Moderators and 
Experts: Kayla Burak 
and Lois Miller  Moderator: Sheila Tallon 

Leaders: Elizabeth 
Murray and Kent Cryer 

Ice Breaker: How are 
you involved in 
Restoration/ 
Reclamation  

Invasives Management -  
Expert: Lee Sexton 

Wildlife Habitat 
Restoration, Experts: 
Mike Burak, Morgan  
Kanak 

Boots on the Ground – 
Moderator and Expert: 
Kerry Hecker 

Pollinators, urban 
landscaping-Experts: 
Gail Fennell, Liz 
Deleeuw and Manna 
Parseyan  

Moderator: Rebecca 
Magnus 

Moderator: Mel Toppi 
Moderator: Shirley 
Bartz 

Moderator: Shirley 
Bartz 

  
Invasives Identification: 
Kelly Cooley  

    
 
  

  
Moderator: Chris 
Tenszen 

*Open Discussion Group: a room without a moderator, available to any group of people. First come, first served. Alternatively, if you would like to get a group 

to meet via video chat, you can contact Carolyn Gaudet or Caitlin Mroz to start a group for you. 

 

 



 

 

8th Native Prairie Restoration/ Reclamation Workshop Discussion Group Schedule (Afternoons) 

 Monday, February 1 Tuesday, February 2 Wednesday, February 3  Thursday, February 4  

3:30-4:30 

Open Discussion Group Open Discussion Group Open Discussion Group Open Discussion Group 

Climate Change: Kansie 
Fox and Eric Lamb 

Aquatic Invasives - 
Expert: Jeri Geiger 

Anecdotal Soil 
Experiences, 
Moderators: Leanne 
Chai and Sarah Thacker 

Student/Expert Meet 
Up – Experts and 
Moderators: Renny 
Grilz and Joseph Kotlar 

Moderator: Eric Lamb Moderator: Mel Toppi 

  

Everything to do with 
Seeds - Experts and 
moderators: Michael 
and John Skinner 

 

Planning and 
Restoration/Resilience 
– Moderators and 
Experts: Julie 
MacKenzie and Carissa 
Wonkka 

*Open Discussion Group: a room without a moderator, available to any group of people. First come, first served. Alternatively, if you would like to get a group 

to meet via video chat, you can contact Carolyn Gaudet or Caitlin Mroz to start a group for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Platinum Sponsors: 

 

 

Gold Sponsors: 

   

 
 

  

 

  

 Silver Sponsor: Truax Company, Inc. Bronze Sponsors: BrettYoung, CN & Earthmaster Environmental Strategies Inc.  

Participant Sponsor:  
Society for Range Management – Prairie Parkland Chapter 

Advertising Sponsor:  
Alberta Society of Professional Biologists 

 



 

Greetings from our Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

Greetings from Enbridge 
Enbridge has deep roots in Saskatchewan with significant assets and operations running from the Alberta border west of Kerrobert to the 
Manitoba border near Maryfield. We have a 65-plus-year history of contributing to Saskatchewan’s economy and safely transporting the energy 
people want and need to support their everyday lives, to heat their homes, drive their cars and power industry. 
 
That’s why we’re proud to support environment and education stewardship initiatives like the 2021 Native Prairie Restoration/Reclamation 
virtual workshop. Bringing a broad spectrum of interested parties together virtually, to exchange knowledge, share lessons learned and address 
challenges in native prairie restoration/ reclamation is particularly important during this time. 

Greetings from the Faculty of Science at the University of Regina 

On behalf of the Faculty of Science at the University of Regina, it is our 

pleasure to welcome participants to the Virtual Native Prairie 

Restoration and Reclamation Workshop and to be a sponsor of the 

Workshop. Although the conditions under which you meet this year 

are distinct from previous workshops, I am sure that the Workshop will 

continue to be the high-quality, informative event that it has always 

been. I commend you for your commitment to prairie issues, and I look 

forward to hearing about the outcomes of this year's Workshop. I wish 

you a successful meeting. 

 



 

SaskPower is proud to sponsor the 8th Annual Native Prairie Restoration and Reclamation Workshop. 

SaskPower’s mission is to ensure reliable, sustainable and cost-effective power for our customers and the communities we serve.  We serve 

approximately 540,000 customer accounts and maintain over 157,000 km of power lines throughout the province.  

It is important to SaskPower to ensure that we minimize or avoid impacts to the environment during the generation of electricity, maintenance 

of transmission and distribution lines and construction of new facilities.   

We are very aware of our potential impacts to the environment, including sensitive areas such as native grasslands.  Through environmental 

assessments, proper planning, archeological assessment, permitting and timing of work we strive to minimize impacts to native prairie and 

associated areas. 

Through the SaskPower Shand Greenhouse, we provide native plant material in support of projects carried out by agencies protecting native 

prairie and species at risk. Last year we provided over 5,000 native grasses and forbs and approximately 575,000 tree and shrub seedlings to 

various types of environmental projects. 

SaskPower is committed to sustainability which includes preserving the natural environment and we continue to maintain our designation as a 

Sustainable Electricity Company through the Canadian Electricity Association.  Some examples of our commitment include supporting the 

University of Regina on a multi-year research project to survey for 

sharp-tailed grouse habitat across southern Saskatchewan as well as 

continued support of the Saskatchewan Breeding Bird Atlas. 

SaskPower would like to thank PCAP and the organizers for bringing 

together such an opportunity as the Native Prairie Restoration and 

Reclamation Workshop to share our knowledge and experiences.  

Enjoy the conference!   



 

 

Thank you to all of our speakers, discussion group leaders and experts who have contributed their time 

and knowledge to this workshop! 

Steven Handel (Rutgers), Stephanie Frischie (Xerces Society), Carissa Wonkka (USDA), Julie MacKenzie (M-over-C Land & Cattle Co. Ltd.), Kansie 

Fox (Blood Tribe Land Management), Colleen Robertson, Victory Coffey and Rafael Otfinowski (University of Winnipeg), Jeri Geiger and Clark 

Brenzil (SK Ministry of Agriculture), Lee Sexton (Sexton Grazing and Consulting), Monica Pokorny, (USDA), Morgan Webb (Seed Check), Jonas 

Fenn and Justin Relland (SK Ministry of Energy and Resources), Lars de Pauw (Orphan Well Association), Lois Miller, Steven Svrcek, Corey 

Shilliday and Chris Tenszen (Trace Associates), Rachel Becknell (Washington University), Elizabeth Murray and Kent Cryer (Earthmaster 

Environmental Strategies, Inc.), Sarah Thacker (InnoTechAlberta), Renny Grilz (Meewasin Valley Authority), Kayla Burak, Michael Burak, Nathan 

Cardinal, Morgan Kanak, Kristen Martin (Nature Conservancy of Canada), Carol Crowe (Indigenous Visions), Gail Fennell (Nature Regina), Keziah 

Lesko-Gosselin (City of Medicine Hat), Liz Deleeuw and  Manna Parseyan (Edmonton Native Plant Society), Tara Sample (SaskEnergy), Steven 

Tannas (Tannas Conservation Services Ltd), Shirley Bartz (Balanced Environmental Consulting), Sheila Taillon (Buffalo Head Environmental), 

Rebecca Magnus (Nature Saskatchewan), Kerry Hecker and Joseph Kotlar (ECCC – Canadian Wildlife Service), Eric Lamb (University of 

Saskatchewan), Michael Skinner (Grasslands National Park), John Skinner (Skinner Native Seeds), Mel Toppi and Leanne Chai.  

 

Greetings from TC Energy 

TC Energy is pleased to support the Native Prairie 

Restoration/Reclamation Workshop for another year. Developing and 

operating energy infrastructure requires a focus and commitment to 

responsibly managing the environmental effects of our activities. We 

have been actively involved in research on native prairie environments 

for over 20 years, collaborating with industry and organizations to 

conduct research aimed at reducing or minimizing potential 

environmental effects. It is important to us to be here at this 

conference and involved in this scientific community. We are always  

eager to learn of any opportunities to further our environmental stewardship in both the native prairie geographic and technical subject areas. Thank 

you to the conference organizers and to everyone in attendance for taking part in this valuable forum. We are excited to be here with you to listen, learn 

and discuss the latest science, successes, and issues in the conservation, reclamation and restoration of prairie landscapes. 



 

8th Native Prairie Restoration/Reclamation Workshop Steering Committee 

Carolyn Gaudet (chair)  Saskatchewan Prairie Conservation Action Plan 

Caitlin Mroz  Saskatchewan Prairie Conservation Action Plan 

Ashley Syrgiannis   SaskEnergy 

Kayla Burak   Nature Conservancy of Canada 

Laura James  Indigenous Services Canada 

Rebecca Magnus Nature Saskatchewan 

Renny Grilz  Meewasin Valley Authority 

Sheila Taillon  Buffalo Head Environmental 

Shirley Bartz   Balanced Environmental Consulting 

 

 

Society of Ecological Restoration – Certified Ecological Restoration Practitioner Continuing Education Credits 

If you are part of the Society of Ecological Restoration – Certified Ecological Restoration Practitioner program, please note that the 8th Native 

Prairie Restoration/Reclamation Workshop was approved for 10 continuing education credits. To be eligible for credit, email Caitlin 

(caitlinmroz@hotmail.com) and we will track attendance at presentations to see if you are eligible for the continuing education credits. Upon 

request, your attendance sheets will be sent directly to SER for the credits.  

This conference would not have been possible 

without the steering committee who dedicated 

countless hours during their work and personal time 

to plan this conference.  

SK PCAP would not have been able to plan this 

workshop without their contributions and support. 


