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Dame’s Rocket (Hesperis Matronalis L.)

This beautiful flower is just one of the
many plants present in Saskatchewan that
has now become a regulated weed and is
listed in the “Noxious Weed" category in
the new legislation, The Weed Control Act,
which came into force in Saskatchewan,
on November 1, 2010. This plant does
occur in a number of isolated locations in
Saskatchewan, such as Swift Current, near
Hodgeville and Craik, but likely occurs in
many other locals, as well. While this plant
is not a large-scale invasive weed like
leafy spurge, it can dominate moist areas
of meadows, forest edge to the exclusion
of native plants. Within the city limits of
Swift Current, it is trying to become the
dominant plant all along the Swift Current
Creek waterway.

Dame's Rocket was introduced to North
America as a garden flower during

the Colonial period, probably to the
eastern portion of the US. It escaped
cultivation and has since spread to most
of the continent. It is still being used

as a landscape plant, and many of the
locations in Saskatchewan can be traced
back to these horticultural plantings. This
plant is an erect biennial or perennial that
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can grow to 4-5 feet in height. The flowers
occur in showy, purple to white clusters,
with the individual flowers measuring 8 to
12 mm in width. The flowers are fragrant,
especially in the evenings. Numerous
seeds are produced in a slender four-sided
pod called a silique, that measures 2 to

4 inches long. Dame’s Rocket spends its
first season as a rosette of leaves, but the
following year develops early to mature
plants that normally bloom early in the
season.

The lower leaves range in length from 3
to 8 inches, and have short petiole. Leaves
become progressively smaller toward the
top of the stem and are noticeably hairy
on both surfaces. The upper leaves have
only short stalks or are lacking petioles, at
all. All leaves are lanceolate in outline.

One of the reasons that this plant is
successful and continues to spread, is
that it is a pretty flower which many
believe is a “harmless wildflower” which

is then allowed to become established

in a patch for a few years, uncontrolled.
Before anyone realizes and recognizes the
problem, Dame’s Rocket spreads rapidly

through its high seed production, and is
out-competing native plants, under the
suitable moist soil conditions this plant
thrives in. g

Harvey Anderson is an Invasive Alien Plants
Group Planning Advisor working jointly with
the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture
and the Saskatchewan Association of

Rural Municipalities. Funding for this
project is provided through the Canada-
Saskatchewan “Growing Forward” Program.
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The Native Prairie Appreciation Week Tour

The Saskatchewan Prairie Conservation
Action Plan is excited to celebrate the 18"
annual Native Prairie Appreciation Week
(NPAW) across Saskatchewan from June 12
to 18, 2016. Saskatchewan is the only place
across North America that devotes a week
to celebrating native prairie and raising
awareness about prairie conservation.
The week is officially proclaimed by
Saskatchewan’s Ministry of Agriculture
and Ministry of Environment.

Included in this year's NPAW celebrations
are a youth poster contest, interactive
and engaging prairie and species at

risk booths displayed at urban farmer’s
markets, as well as the NPAW tour,

co-hosted with the Society for Range
Management Prairie Parkland Chapter.
Always a popular highlight, this year the
NPAW tour is June 16 and 17, 2016 at
Maple Creek, Saskatchewan. Everyone
is welcome to attend!

The theme is “Blues, Bats and Blue Grama”
and the agenda includes an evening social
and keynote address about living off the
land in the Cypress Hills, as well as a tour
through the Cypress Hills Interprovincial
Park. During the tour, participants will
sharpen up their plant identification skills,
learn about bats, snakes, and other prairie
species, as well as learn about range
health assessments, ranching, species at
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Hits Maple Creek, SK!

risk and riparian area management. Once
again, the popular Kids Discovery Tour
will be held in conjunction with the NPAW
tour on June 17 and is open to youth ages
5-15.

People interested in registering for the
tour can learn more by visiting www.pcap-
sk.org/native-prairie-appreciation-week or
by calling Kayla Balderson Burak at (306)
352-0472.You can also register for the
event online by visiting www.pcap-sk.org/
native-prairie-appreciation-week/npaw-
registration.%
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Ecomuseums: A Sense of Space and Place
for One Grassland Community

Ecomuseums are starting to crop up in
communities across the province, and

one in particular, Prairie Wind and Silver
Sage in Val Marie, SK, has placed a lot of its
focus on prairie grasslands.

Ecomuseums are alternative museums
designed to support and sustain local
economies and communities. Instead

of traditional museums which typically
collect materials, take them out of context,
and put them somewhere for people to
look, ecomuseums are community-based
and foster engagement and interaction
with visitors. Ecomuseums often include
artifacts and even spaces and places
outside of the four walls of a building,
with the overarching goal of enhancing
the sustainability of the community in
which they are based.

Prairie Wind and Silver Sage had been
interested in the ecomuseum concept
but the idea really took off after hearing
a presentation from Glenn Sutter with
the Royal Saskatchewan Museum. “It
was a major change for us in the way

we looked at our museum presentation
space and the way that we developed
our goals,” explained Laureen Marchand,
chair of the organization. In 2013, they
updated their existing museum space,
which is headquartered in a restored early
1900s brick school house, with the help
of some funding as well as support from
an experienced consultant. Marchand
said the entire process helped the group
realize what their interests were as a
museum and what steps they needed

to take to move toward becoming an
ecomuseum.

Ecomuseums focus on community
sustainability, “but not by trying to
change it or telling it what it ought to

be,” clarified Marchand. “We can work

in our own programs but also support
other organizations that contribute to
community sustainability,” she suggested.
Relationships are critical to Prairie Wind
and Silver Sage and they work and partner
with other organizations, including the
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Saskatchewan Prairie Conservation Action
Plan. The ecomuseum also provides venue
space for other community functions and
at times, the ecomuseum plans their own
events at other businesses or locations
around the community.

Mary Vetter, a professor at the University
of Regina, agrees that the ecomuseum
concept is about strengthening
communities and bringing people
together. Vetter is currently teaching

a class through Luther College where
students work with communities that are
interested in developing ecomuseums.
Students help communities assess
priorities and identify issues, such as
improving water quality or preserving
local heritage, which in turn engages
members to work together. The class
initiates projects which vary from
developing school curriculums, to
improving riparian areas to interviewing
lifelong and new community members
about their feelings toward their home
and environment.

Vetter believes students benefit a lot from
the interdisciplinary studies class. The
coursework is designed to be experiential
and provide students with practical
opportunities to create discussions

within a community. “The idea is that
students will apply a variety of disciplinary
perspectives to the issues. They will learn
concrete skills to take into a career with
them and skills to use in other courses,”
said Vetter. There are currently four
ecomuseums located across the province
including Val Marie, she adds, saying

that many communities are expressing
interest.

The Prairie Wind and Silver Sage
Ecomuseum focuses on themes including
the landscape, the wildlife — which
includes species at risk, the ranching
culture, and night skies. “Our museum has
aspects of all of those themes in the way
the display was put together,” explained
Marchand. Adding that the grasslands

The ecomuseum highlights wildlife in their
interactive life-sized display.
Photo courtesy of Pamela Woodland.

affect everyone differently, she said
“our intention with our exhibition is to
give people a way to interpret their own
experience.”

Their artist-in-residence program, which is
now in its third year, also creates another
opportunity to bring the ecomuseum
beyond the little brick schoolhouse.

“The artist residency program takes

the nature and culture of museum out
into [Grasslands National Park] and the
community. We encourage the artists who
are here to be in as much contact with
residents and the community as possible,”
explained Marchand.

Prairie Wind and Silver Sage is operated
by a volunteer, six person board as well as
a part-time manager and some summer
staff. The space includes a native prairie
garden, art exhibitions, and a bookstore
and espresso shop, which features high-
end gifts, art, coffee and snacks. The
ecomuseum hosts between 3500 and
4000 visitors annually during its five-
month season which runs from mid-May
through to Val Marie’s rodeo weekend in
September. g

For more information on programming
and exhibits, you can visit www.pwss.org.
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