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« Bobolinks are considered threatened in Canada.

o Over 25% of the global population breeds in Canada.

o Male breeding plumage is distinctive, but females and juveniles are a streaked brown and
could be confused with sparrows.

o Bobolinks are typically found in tall grass, especially hayfields.

« Bobolinks migrate 20,000 km round-trip to Argentina and Brazil each year, giving them
one of the longest migration routes of any songbird in North America.

o Bobolinks return to the same location to nest, unless their nest failed the previous year.

« Breeding adults eat half insects and half plant matter, but nestlings are fed 100% insects.

« One male Bobolink may have several females within his vigorously defended territory.

e About 15% of nestlings are sired by a male the female is not paired with.

o Bobolinks form very large flocks of tens to hundreds of thousands of individuals on the
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wintering grounds in Argentina and Brazil.
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e Bobolinks have declined 88% in the last 40 years in Canada.

« Nest destruction from haying activities is one of the greatest threats to Bobolinks.

o Habitat loss, fragmentation, and pesticide use have also contributed to their decline.

Get involved

« Read the assessment and status report for Bobolinks here.

« Postpone haying until after Bobolinks have fledged (typically late June).
« Light to moderate grazing is beneficial, but over-grazing is detrimental.

Photo credit: Bobolink, m by Kelly Colgan Azar retrieved from https://www.flickr.com/photos/
puttefin/14331416572 licensed under CC-BY-ND 2.0 https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/ (front)
Range map credit: “Birds of North America” https://birdsna.org maintained by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology,
Ithaca, NY
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http://www.sararegistry.gc.ca/virtual_sara/files/cosewic/sr_Bobolink_0810_e.pdf

