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Presentation Summary:  
Determining rigorous and practical approaches for financial estimates of wetland ecosystem services is     
challenging. Theoretical economic experiments provide essential foundations, but are often time consuming 
and require elaborate experimentation. Conversely, practical approaches often sacrifice theoretical rigor for 
broad applicability and speed for implementers and stakeholders. Yet both approaches are necessary         
advance conservation efforts. One method to link both approaches is the revised business case method. A 
business case for wetland conservation in Smith Creek, Saskatchewan will be presented exemplifying this   
approach. Strengths and weaknesses will be discussed, and future strategies to explore and advance the 
“dollar and cents” of wetland valuation to change land-use practices in agricultural landscapes will be         
explored.  
 
 
About Dr. John K. Pattison-Williams:   
Dr. John K. Pattison-Williams is a researcher with the Department of Resource Economics and Environmental 
Sociology at the University of Alberta, and president of Pattison Resource     
Consulting Ltd., a company specializing in the interaction between                   
environmental conservation and economic development. John holds a           
Doctorate in Natural Resource Management from the Natural Resources        
Institute (NRI) at the University of Greenwich; a Master of Science in               
Agricultural Economics from the University of Alberta; and a Bachelor of         
Science from Augustana Faculty of the University of Alberta. John is active in 
consulting and volunteer roles internationally and in western Canada, as        
Director of the Biodiversity and Research Grants Program of the Alberta              
Conservation Association, and has served on the Boards of the Battle River    
Watershed Alliance and Alberta Conservation Association. He has volunteered 
for committees of the Prairie Habitat Joint Venture and Alberta Beef Producers.  
John maintains an active research and teaching schedule and is a Professional 
Agrologist. He and his spouse Naomi are active on the family farm near         
Kingman, Alberta. 


