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Blackfoot Prairie Ecological Restoration Project

* sustainable use, cultural importance and
community stewardship in restoration of ecological
processes of Kainai prairie with a focus on the
largest, contiguous area of native prairie on the
Blood Reserve 148, known as Blood Band Ranch
which is approximately 19,000 acres

* Mixed grassland; traditional and ecological diverse,
mainly intact; Noxious weeds

* Since 2005 - rangeland health, breeding bird
surveys

* hunting/gathering; food; medicine; spirituality
* oil and gas; grazing; transmission line
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Blackfoot Prairie Ecological Restoration
Project

e Blackfoot Science & Western Scientific
Methodology — Grassland inventory, Mammal
monitoring, Blackfoot ecological knowledge

* ecosystem management through partnerships,
building capacity of tribal members



Interconnectedness

Cultural landscapes are regions of the world that
express a long and intimate relationship between
peoples and their natural environments, reflecting
specific techniques of sustainable land use, the
characteristics and limits of the natural
environment they are established in, and a specific
spiritual relation with nature (UNESCO 2010)

These landscapes have evolved under the joint
influence of natural processes and sustainable
human cultural practices, which have tended to
maintain biodiversity and productivity over
generations (SER 2004)



"The consequences of neglecting knowledge that
was already here...we are seeing that today.
Culture is a reflection of the ecology of the place.”
~Narcisse Blood, Blood Tribe Elder




Reconnecting to the land

* Reconciliation

* Significance and potential for
ecological and cultural
conservation and restoration

e Land is critical to identity,
healing and well-being

* Important for traditional
activities: hunting, gathering,
medicines, language, stories,
history, social and ceremonial
practices




Responsibility, Reciprocity & Interdependence;
Balance & Harmony, Identity;
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Project example: Earthwatch & The Rockies Institute
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Community participation, partnerships and a holistic management approach
will help to reclaim and restore Kainai grasslands into a healthy biodiverse
habitat that sustains development, recreation, cultural, spiritual practices,
natural process and “all our relations” for future generations.



Miohpokoiiyiiksi / Kainai Ecosystem Protection
Association 5™ Annual Summit

June 5-7, 2018, Blood Reserve, Alberta

-‘-'-ﬂ Please contact KEPA @ Blood Tribe Land Management for more info: .‘
403-737-8151




