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Species at Risk Profile Series:

ead Shrike

e Loggerhead Shrikes on the prairies (Lanius ludovicianus excubitorides) are listed as
Threatened in Canada.

o This subspecies is found in Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba.

e They use pastures, grasslands, shrublands, and other open areas.

e They prefer short to medium grass, and need shrubs to nest in and perch on.

o Shrikes typically impale their prey on thorns, but they will also use barbed wire.

« They lack strong feet for holding prey and so impale their prey to eat it more easily.

o Vertebrate prey are killed by biting the neck and severing the spine.

« Insects are the main prey while nesting, but a variety of vertebrates are also eaten.

« They do not require prey movement to notice them; they are capable of visual recognition.

o The female builds the nest, then lays 5-6 eggs and begins incubation for about 16 days.
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Conservation

« Habitat loss is an ongoing threat to Loggerhead Shrikes.

« Although it’s unclear why, juveniles have a low survival rate in their first year.

o Pesticides reduce available insect prey and accumulate within the shrikes.

e Vehicle collisions are a major source of mortality, particularly on the wintering grounds.

Get involved
« Read the assessment and status report for Loggerhead Shrikes here.
« If you find Loggerhead Shrikes nesting, you can report it to Nature Saskatchewan.

Photo credit: “Whoa dude!” by Terry Ross retrieved from https://www.flickr.com/
photos/78272611@N00/416294987 1licensed under CC-BY-SA 2.0 httpshttps://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-sa/2.0/ (front)

Range map credit: “Birds of North America” https://birdsna.org maintained by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology,
Ithaca, NY
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http://www.sararegistry.gc.ca/virtual_sara/files/cosewic/sr_loggerhead_shrike_e.pdf
http://www.naturesask.ca/what-we-do/stewards-of-saskatchewan/shrubs-for-shrikes

