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t Risk Profile Series:

e Mountain Plovers are listed as Endangered in Canada.

« They are a robin-sized, sandy-brown bird with a black eye-stripe.

« They are found in dry, disturbed sites with short grass and bare ground.

o They are often associated with bare ground created by prairie-dog colonies.

e Mountain Plovers tend to nest in loose colonies, defending ~16 ha territories.

o Females lay a clutch of three eggs for the male to incubate, then she lays a second clutch
and incubates that herself. A brood of six chicks is then raised by the pair.

o [Eqggs are laid in a shallow depression lined with vegetation.

e Only about 0.25-1.0 chicks per nest survive to adulthood.

e Mountain Plovers primarily eat insects, and water is obtained through their food.

e Most males return to the same territory each year, but only about half of females do.

« Raptors, ground squirrels, and canids are considered to be the main nest predators.
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e Mountain Plovers have decreased by nearly 3% per year since 1966.
o Global populations are estimated to be between 10,000 and 19,000 individuals.
o Loss of habitat and native herbivores are the greatest concerns for Mountain Plovers.

e Mountain Plovers may not breed in Canada every year.

« Read the assessment and status report for Mountain Plovers here.

« Suitable Mountain Plover habitat can be created through intense grazing, particularly in

Photo credit: Mountain Plover by Seabamirum retrieved from httpshttps://www.flickr.com/
photos/59323989@N00/5516211494 licensed under CC-BY 2.0 https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

Range map credit: COSEWIC. 2009. COSEWIC assessment and status report on the Mountain Plover
Charadrius montanus in Canada. Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada. Ottawa. vii + 35
pp. (www.sararegistry.gc.ca/status/status_e.cfm).
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http://www.registrelep-sararegistry.gc.ca/virtual_sara/files/cosewic/sr_Mountain%20Plover_0810_e.pdf

