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• Translocation – the deliberate transfer of plant 
material from one area to another 
– Seeds 
– Cuttings 
– Propagated seedlings 
– Plants dug out of the ground 
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outbreeding depression 

• Negative effects to the recipient site 
• Movement of disease, other species, genetic 

material  
• Lack of protection at recipient site 
• Budgetary and time constraints 
• Diverting resources that could be better spent 
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flowering, setting seed, 
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• Comparison to control site? 
• How will long term 

monitoring be ensured? 
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how will that be provided? 
 



The majority of projects fail (if success was even 
defined). 
“Recent advances in soil science, microbial 
ecology, and population genetics have in some 
cases improved the effectiveness of 
transplantation, but new insights mainly permit 
a fuller appreciation of the causes of failure.” 
(Fahselt 2007) 
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Policy/Legal Info 

• Species At Risk Act 
– Plant translocations for species listed as extirpated, 

endangered, or threatened under the federal Species 
at Risk Act (SARA) on Federal lands or Provincial lands 
where an order is made to have it apply would be 
prohibited as per Section 32 of SARA.  SARA permits 
may be issued only if the activity meets the criteria 
under Section 73 of SARA and all reasonable 
alternatives to the activity have been considered, the 
activity will not jeopardize the survival or recovery of 
the species and all feasible measures will be taken to 
minimize the impact of the activity on the species.   

• SK Ministry of Environment Policy 

http://publications.gov.sk.ca/documents/66/89928-9da77591-eed0-4c8e-8dae-7f3ec47ce254.pdf


Even when success is defined, even for well 
planned projects, translocations rarely succeed. 

 
Rare plants are best conserved in situ! 



What can we do instead? 

• Site specific mitigation plans 
• Avoidance! 
• Minimize disturbance 
• Enhance conservation of impacted 

species/communities through 
offsets 

• Compensation is a last resort 
 

• Let’s use resources wisely! 
– Research and development of better 

ways 
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What about conservation of communities? 
• Conservation of associated species, 

microsites, ecosystem function 
• Landscape scale planning 
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Lessons for Restoration 

• Know your species’ requirements 
• Source local material 
• Define success 
• Plan to maximize success 
• Set up long-term monitoring 
• Document your monitoring 
• Protect your site, protect your investment 
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