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Sage Grouse Initiative (SGI) 

• Program through the US Department of Agriculture- Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 

• 24 partner biologists  
• Farm Bill funding 
• Work with private landowners to address threats to greater sage-

grouse through Farm Bill programs 
Rick McEwan 



Threats to sage-grouse 

• Energy development 
• Wildfire 
• Invasive species 
• Conifer encroachment  
• Conversion of land to cropland or 
 urban development 
• West Nile virus 



Conversion threat 

• Lek persistence decreases with 
landscape cropland 
fragmentation 

• Cropland has an effect on a 
landscape scale 
 

Smith et al 2016 



Seeding special initiative 

• SGI 2.0 
• 3 grass species, 2 forbs 
• Native or introduced 
• Sagebrush planting optional 
• Cost share rates: $54/ ac for introduced seeding 
• $124/ ac for native 

 
 



Prioritization/ Ranking 

• Improving connectivity 
• Core areas 
• Native species 
• Within a mile of a lek 
• Sagebrush plants 

 



Resources 



Native mix 



Pollinator mixes 



Project Benefits 
• Increase connectivity and habitat  
  amount for sage-grouse 
• Habitat for other species as well  
(pollinators, grassland birds, etc) 
• Easy contracting, direct benefits 
• Voluntary, landowner driven 

 
 



Post-contract concerns 

• Required to maintain for 5 yrs 
• Work on other projects (e.g. fencing/ water) or other programs (CRP) 

to make sure will stay in grass 
• Choose viable seed mixes 
• No initial income on seeded acres 
• Value of new habitat?  



QUESTIONS?? 

• Kelsey.molloy@mt.nacdnet.net 
• 406 654 1334 x 119 
• Sagegrouseinitiative.com 
 

mailto:Kelsey.molloy@mt.nacdnet.net
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