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Sage Grouse Initiative (SGI)

* Program through the US Department of Agriculture- Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

e 24 partner biologists

e Farm Bill funding

« Work with Erlvate landowners to address threats to greater sage-
~grouse through Farm B|II proérams ‘ i .

. R e v ¥
k g e ---“;_‘:Ai';"'."‘ _‘. Fofit
F £ 1) _\ ¥ R Y 1{;’! [ by 1
?it l dp | PRk i AR T 3 L
) A T L A { A
Vi

\ il "E;,_gfl;'“’“'
L ;( LR e 1
=g ahabdl ..;" 2 T ':"'.'..-.ii;' ‘;'11 {
PECIREL
A R AW RN
|: 3



Threats to sage-grouse

e Energy development

o Wildfire
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Conversion threat
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e SGI 2.0
e 3 grass species, 2 forbs

* Native or introduced

e Sagebrush planting optional

 Cost share rates: S54/ ac for introduced seeding
'« S124/ ac for native



Prioritization/ Ranking

* Improving connectivity

e Core areas

* Native species
e Within a mile of a lek
e Sagebrush plants
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Ecosite  Silty

range planting
No more than 10% non-native species
No more than 5% non native legumes

PLANNED SEEDING

Native mix

D 00 =] Ih o B o R

14 Green Needlegrass 6 30 1.8 1200 2160.0
15 Woestern Wheatgrass 10 22 2.2 1200 2640.0
16 slender wheatgrass 7 15 1.05 1200 1260.0
17 thickspike wheatgrass 7 15 1.05 1200 1260.0
18 bluebunch wheatgrass 7 10 0.7 1200 840.0
19 |EM Lewis blue flax 35 3 0.105 1200 126.0
20 |[EML purple prairie clover 3.5 5 0.175 1200 210.0

22 TOTAL

_Sheetl

Optional Forb Species
(pick one) LBS
PLS/Acre
(pure Estimated
: 2 Stand) Cost
I 26 prairie coneflower 2
§ 27 blanketflower 4]

100

Estimated
Cost at
Required
Seeding
Rate

7.08

8496.0,

palatable, decreaser species
good grazing species, tolerates some salinity

quick establisher, dies out after a few years

more drought tolerant, establishes well
summer grazing, palatable, will decrease with heavy grazing

establishes well



Pollinator mixes
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Ecosite  Clayey

2

3

4 |Mixtures must contain one bunchgrass and at least 1 ferb or shrub species from each of the three flowering categores (early=E, mid = M and late =L).
5 |No more than 20% grass
6

7

8

9

|No more trlan 10% non-native species |

PLANNED SEEDING

Green Needlegrass . : $11.89 $53.51
Western Wheatgrass : $6.20] 84718
Blanketflower : $38.00] 87125
prairie coneflower . : $34.00 58033

purple prairie clover

Bismark, Kan

$34.00

$155.04

Lewis Flax

Maple, Grove

$13.79

$90.50,

Western Yarrow

Great Morthern

$59.00,

$130.98

alfalfa

$1.89

$3.54

TOTAL

Optional Forb Species
(pick one)

LBS
PLS/Acre
(pure
Stand)

Estimated
Cost

Scarlet Globemallow

2

blanketflower

5

Western Yarrow

0.5

Missouri goldenrod

1

Estimated
Costat
Required
Seeding
Rate

$632.32
$84.31




Project Benefits

* Increase connectivity and habitat

amount for Sage-grouse

* Habitat for other species as well
(pollinators, grassland birds, etc)

e Easy con’tractm%ﬁdlrect beneflts
v : _
‘» Voluntary, Iandowner drlveﬁ?’

ﬂr”‘"



Post-contract concerns

e Required to maintain for 5 yrs

e Work on other projects (e.g. fencing/ water) or other programs (CRP)
to make sure will stay in grass

* Choose viable seed mixes

ome on seeded acres

| i'. Value Of new hab't"‘]tx Nm& L
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W QQ;ESTlONS??
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