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Threats 
Hydro-
riparian 
Areas 

Post-Glacial 
Channel Scars 

(Swales) 

Native 
Grassland Wetlands 

Summary 
Threat 
Rating 

Invasive Species Very High High High High Very High 
Climate Change- 
Regional Very High Low Low Medium High 

Dams and Water 
Management Very High High Low High High 

Fire and fire 
suppression Low High High Low High 

Runoff of pesticides and 
fertilizers High High Low High High 

Stormwater High High   Low High 
Suburban Development Medium Very High Medium Low High 
Trespass Issues High High Medium Medium High 
Acreage development Medium High Medium Low Medium 
Commercial and 
industrial development Medium High Low Low Medium 

Conversion to 
Agriculture Medium Low Low Medium Medium 

Mining & Quarrying Low High Medium Medium Medium 
Recreation 
(Irresponsible) High Medium Medium Low Medium 

Recreational areas Medium Medium Low Low Medium 
Roads Medium High Medium Low Medium 
Thermal pollution Medium Medium     Medium 
Unsustainable grazing 
management Low Medium Medium Medium Medium 

Utility & Service Lines Medium Medium Low Low Medium 
Light Pollution Low Medium Low Low Low 
Military exercises Low   Low   Low 
Problematic native 
species Low Low Low Low Low 

Sound Pollution Low Low Low Low Low 
Urban Riverbank 
Slumping 

Low       Low 

Meewasin Valley-wide Resource Management Plan 



Meewasin’s Prescribed Burning Program 



Addressing the Fear 

2003 – University of Saskatchewan  Remediation Lands 

2016 – Fort McMurray, AB 

2012 – Wanuskewin Heritage Park 

2010 – Saskatoon Natural Grasslands 



Creating Public Confidence 
• Training 
• Planning 

– Objectives 
– Burn Prescriptions 
– Smoke Management 
– “Smoke Jammers” 

• Proper Permits / Notifications 
• Site Preparation 
• Resources and Equipment 
• Partnerships 
• Communication 
• Awareness 



 



Creating Public Awareness 

Source: https://serenityspell.files.wordpress.com 



Saskatoon Natural Grasslands: Reintroduction of Fire 



Renny W. Grilz, P.Ag. 
Resource Management Officer 
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Email: rgrilz@meewasin.com 
Office: (306)665-6887    Cell: (306)262-4970 
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