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Y Saskatchewan Native Prairie

Speakers: Olivia Richardson and Talha Awan, Research Associates, Smart Prosperity Institute

About this Webinar:

This presentation explores how investing in the conservation, restoration, and sustainable management
of Prairie grasslands offers a cost-effective natural climate solution. This presentation showcases how
grasslands buffer against drought, floods, and other climate impacts while delivering co-benefits for
biodiversity, water management, carbon sequestration, and regional economies. Drawing on recent
research from the Smart Prosperity Institute, the presentation examines policy tools and market
mechanisms that can help unlock the full value of Canada's grasslands and build climate resilience
from the ground up.

About the Speakers:

Talha Awan

Talha Awan is a Research Associate at the Smart Prosperity Institute specializing in nature-based
solutions and conservation planning. His current work focuses on Indigenous-led conservation
economies, integrating quantitative and qualitative data to inform community-driven conservation and
restoration initiatives that enhance biodiversity, promote economic development and build climate
resilience. He applies ecological economics, spatial analysis and stakeholder engagement to help
communities, governments and industry develop evidence-based pathways for restoring and protecting
natural ecosystems. He holds a Master of Urban Planning from McGill University, where he
researched nature-based solutions for climate adaptation in cities, and has previously worked in the
Government of Nova Scotia’s Climate Change Unit.

Olivia Richardson:

Olivia Richardson is a Research Associate at the Smart Prosperity Institute, where she works at the
intersection of climate policy, agriculture, and equitable food systems. With a Master's in Geography
from the University of Guelph and a Bachelor's in International Development from Carleton
University, she brings a multidisciplinary lens to some of Canada's most pressing sustainability
challenges.

Olivia's current research focuses on empowering farmers through climate solutions that are both
economically viable and ecologically sound. Her recent projects include exploring novel financial
tools to support the adoption of beneficial management practices, developing monitoring, reporting,
and verification frameworks for agricultural landscapes, evaluating the economic outcomes of natural
climate solutions, and defining regenerative agriculture and the role of standards in Canada.

Her previous work explored the environmental impacts of digital agriculture technologies on Canadian
farms and pathways toward just, sustainable food systems.

PCAP’s Native Prairie Speaker Series is a monthly webinar about prairie conservation or species at risk.
Hosted by: Caitlin Mroz-Sailer, Stewardship Coordinator, Saskatchewan Prairie Conservation Action Plan

We respectfully acknowledge that we are on the traditional territories of many Indigenous Nations and
communities, past and present. For a millennia, they have worked to protect these landscapes and the life these
areas sustain. [ would like to thank these original caretakers, and acknowledge the ongoing work and presence
of Indigenous Peoples in Canada today.



